1. Is a private account really private?
A private account is never really private. While many people do believe that since your account is private no one will be able to see your social media many people have ways to look into your “private” accounts. In an ever-expanding technological world access to what we think is private and safe is a huge misconception. Not only do hackers potential have access to your social media accounts but the social media company itself has access to your account and can access it at any given moment for any given reason. My account is private but does not eliminate it from those threats.
2. Do post really stay on the internet forever?
Post do stay on the internet forever. As said before many people can have access to your social media profile and with that come your posts. There have been many cases in which past posts that people have thought were deleted have been brought back up because the law needed them. One example is snapchat posts and chats you send. While many people think that they can be deleted once the timer runs out or when they have been viewed. Snapchat has a database to view your posts if there ever needs a reason to view such posts. Websites that can go back in time and view your profile also can see posts that you have deleted and gotten rid of. In many of my profiles I tend to be wary of posting for this reason alone. There will always be a way to find what you post.
3. Do colleges/ jobs really look at your social media history?
Colleges and Jobs definitely look at your social media history. A student who was accepted into Harvard for the 2019-2020 academic year was then rejected because anti-Semitic posts that resurfaced when they dug into his social media history. This is prevalent especially in the education field. One thing that my old superintendent would do when he was a principal was to look into the social media of potential employees. A story he would always share is called “A day at the lake”. This story involved an open elementary position that he had to fill. One candidate stood out and was basically guaranteed the job. Then he looked into her social media history. What he found were photos of her in promiscuous positions while wearing a bikini. In these photos were her holding alcoholic beverages. While it is her right to post these things the consequences that came from her posts ended up costing her a job. In an ever-growing field of a technological world your social media presence is new factor to think about with job and college applications.
4. What should or should not be put on social media?
A large question to what should or should not be posted on your social media is this,” What posts put you in a good light? You should only post items on social media that help you be put in a better light. I would share many posts on my Facebook profile that would put me in a good light. Our school corporation would feature me in some posts that showed me making a positive impact in my school and community. So, you should put things that don’t hinder your social image in the public eye.
5. Who can see your social media?
Everyone can see your social media. Everyone who follows you, or friends you can see your posts. If you are tagged in a post even if you didn’t post the post, you are still connected based on the publicity of the profile that uploaded the post. With enough digging anyone can see your social media. Myself personally keep my privacy to private so only my friends can see my posts. The only profile I keep public is my W200 twitter profile in which I will use to showcase my professional development.
6. When should you use social media?
[bookmark: _GoBack]You should use social media when only convenient for you. Use social media when to put yourself in good light. Use social media when you need to contact someone and don’t have any other means of contacting them. Social media can be a good tool in the classroom for announcements and project to the class. I only use social media to put myself in positive light and to contact those I can’t reach.
